
Fanwort 

Alternate leaf arrangement
Short petioles
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Small flowers (0,5 to 2
cm in diameter) of

variable colours, but
yellow in the center
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Forked leaves
with rounded tips

Leaves arranged
in opposite pairs 

Fan-shaped leaves
(dichotomous branching)

with a long petiole
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Aquatic or semi-aquatic plant,
entirely submerged, except for

the flowers. Stems can be up to
10 m long

Forms dense mats

Found in fresh, stagnant or slow-
moving waters often rich in

nutrients

Not to be confused with

Cabomba caroliniana

Invasive species native to
America. Not very common in

the wild in Belgium

Ceratophyllum spp. - Native
Leaves arranged in whorls
"Fork-shaped" leaves
Leaves slightly thorny, rough to
the touch

Leaves arranged in whorls
Pinnate leaves

Myriophyllum spp. - Exotic
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Ranunculus spp. - Native
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3 to 5 cm

Species of Union concern
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If you spot that species, record your
observation on

You will contribute to the protection of our
ecosystems against invasive alien species
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1: https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/98290635
2,5,6,7,8 and 9: https://q-bankplants.eu/page/OrganismsIncluded_table
3: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cabomba_caroliniana_5447113.jpg
4: https://www.flickr.com/photos/fritzflohrreynolds/14743386247
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