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• BDS to 2020 Target 5: ‘Combat IAS’ – Action 16: ‘Establish a dedicated legislative
instrument on IAS’

• → EU Regulation 1143/2014 on the prevention & management of the introduction & 
spread of IAS

• IAS  in Biodiversity Strategy to 2030

• “The implementation of the EU IAS Regulation and other relevant and international 
agreements must be stepped up”. 

• “This should aim to minimise, and where possible eliminate, the introduction of alien
species in the EU environment. The aim will be to manage established invasive alien 
species and decrease the number of Red List species they threaten by 50%” 

IAS in the EU Biodiversity Strategy



• Objective (Art 1) - prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact on 
biodiversity of the introduction and spread within the Union, both 
intentional and unintentional, of IAS.

• At the core of the Regulation: list of IAS of Union concern = species for 
which concerted action at Union level is required

• Based on criteria & risk assessment

• Dynamic list, developed and updated with the assistance of

• Scientific Forum (advice on scientific questions)

• Committee (agreement of Member States)

The IAS regulation: Basic elements



Action triggered by the Union list

• Prevention of new introductions or further spread

• Restrictions on intentional activities (Art 7) such as imported into the Union

kept, bred, grown, sold, transported or released into the environment

• Pathway management to tackle unintentional

• introductions (Art 13)

• Early detection and rapid eradication of new populations

• Surveillance & official controls (Art 14 & 15)

• Early detection and notification (Art 16)

• Rapid eradication (Art 17)

• Management of established IAS

• Management measures for widely spread species (Art 19)



Official controls



Official controls

• Article 15 states the official requirements to prevent intentional introductions of IAS of Union concern

• First step administrative and risk-based

• If necessary, a physical control can be applied

• Based on existing procedures and checks under other EU legislations, such as the animal and plant health laws. 

• If not complying with IAS regulation goods can be detained. 

• Costs of non-compliances are with natural or legal person who brought the goods into the Union



Official controls

• Commission will provide training programmes and guidelines to facilitate detection

• Exceptions are possible in line with article 8 of the IAS regulation  



Current state of play

• Commission has developed training materials and guidelines

• Strengthened relation with plant health and CITES departments on the implementation of the IAS regulation

• Further discussion with needs of Member States on official controls. 



For more information contact

ENV-IAS@ec.europa.eu

or visit:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
invasivealien/index_en.htm
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EU Regulation on invasive alien species
n.1143/2014

Art.15(8)

Based on best practices, the Commission, together with all Member
States, shall develop guidelines and training programmes to facilitate the 
identification and detection of invasive alien species of Union concern
and the performance of efficient and effective controls.



Activities on Art.15(8)

Tasks assigned to IUCN by the European Commission for providing support to Member 
States for the implementation of the Regulation:

Support to implementation of Art. 15(8): survey to MS

IAS Regulation Art. 15(8) Training and Guiding Materials



Activities on Art.15(8)

Tasks assigned to IUCN by the European Commission for 
providing support to Member States for the 
implementation of the Regulation:

Identification guides for custom controls

Posters and plastified cards



Support to implementation of 
Art. 15(8): survey to MS

Objectives

1. Review of the findings arising from relevant MS 
reports, and the consultation made through a 
dedicated questionnaire;

2. Propose guidance materials, training programmes
and any other material recommended to be 
developed.



The survey
A questionnaire targeting MS competent 
authorities was developed with the purpose of 
supporting the identification of guidelines and 
training programmes that could be developed in 
line with Art. 15(8). 

It was structured into three main sections focusing 
on the main elements underpinning the relevant 
provision:

1. Identification of IAS of Union concern

2. Detection of IAS of Union concern

3. Performing efficient and effective controls 



Conclusions

• Several MS have already created a number of tools for the identification and
detection of invasive alien species of Union concern (including ID guides –printed
and/or online - and mobile applications), along with other training tools developed
to ensure the performance of efficient and effective controls, e.g. slides, e-
webinars, workshops in person, learning tools, training on site, and exchange of
experience with the authorities in other MS.

• Some MS noted that some of these tools are not yet available, yet they would be
considered as a priority (but there are also MS that considered some of these tools
not necessary, although the information on this regard was not always consistent
among MS).



Conclusions

• The capacity to develop the required
training material or the best practices
required for official controls, differs
between Member States, and some
noted that they would appreciate the
support of the EC in this regard.

• Some MS noted that guidance from the
EC would be beneficial for developing
tools as this would guarantee a common
approach across MS.



Training and Guiding Materials - Art. 15



Sc      pe and Audience

Public and private 
sector customs 
professionals 
(inspectors and 
enforcement officers)

National administrations 
and national authorities’ 
staff, as well as EC officials

Other government and police 
officials involved in 
enforcement of wildlife laws 
and regulations (unless 
already combined), as well as 
any relevant 
health/biosecurity authority



The training programme provides a series of slides focusing on the 
following topics:

an overview of the invasive alien species issue;

information on the EU Regulation on invasive alien species;

information on the implementation of Art. 15 of the Regulation.

includes speaker’s notes, a list of references and other resources.&

Slides: contents of the course



Slides: contents of the course

Both the slides and accompanying speaker’s notes can be 
tailored to reflect the specific needs of the audience, the 
length of the presentation and any personal style. 

For example, some slides could be removed, while others may 
be added on some extra topics, or updated, as appropriate



four stand-alone modules: 

1. Introduction for the readers

2. Invasive alien species

3. The EU Regulation on IAS

4. Implementing Art. 15 of the Regulation

Material created for use by EU Member States for training staff on Art.15

Slides: contents of the course



1. Introduction for the readers

Material intended for use by Member States for training of their own staff and to “train 
the trainers”. 

PowerPoint presentation to be used as a basis for workshops and seminars. 

The EC encourages usage and relevant feedback for improvements. 



1. Introduction for the readers

The EC also encourages trainers to include Q&A sessions and 
exchanges of ideas during or after the presentation.

The slides may also be amended e.g. by showcasing 
examples from specific regions or institutions, or by 
supplementing with extra images, so to increase their 
impact.  



2. Invasive Alien Species

This module focuses on the main terminology, 
and is particularly useful for an audience not fully 
familiar with the topic of biological invasions. 

It describes the main impact and pathways for 
IAS, as well as the existing options for 
management and policy responses



3. The EU Regulation on IAS

This module aims at providing an overview of 
the history of the regulation and its rationale, 
with a focus on the main provisions, as well as 
the key tools for implementation, for example 
the EASIN and NOTSYS platforms, managed by 
the JRC, or the available financial tools, like the 
LIFE programme



4. Implementing Art. 15 
of the Regulation

This module, similarly to the previous one, looks at the detail 
of the regulation requirements and tools, but is specifically 
dedicated to the implementation of official controls

It is a very technical module, whose contents needs to be 
adjusted according to the experience and expertise of the 
speaker/trainer, as well as of the skills, roles and necessities of 
the audience.



Learning tools: 

ID guides for customs

• Alternanthera 
philoxeroides

• Callosciurus erythraeus
• Gunnera tinctoria
• Myriophyllum aquaticum
• Myriophyllum

heterophyllum

• Orconectes limosus
• Pennisetum 

setaceum
• Procambarus fallax
• Sciurus carolinensis
• Tamias sibiricus



ID guides for customs



• Acridotheres tristis

• Arthurdendyus triangulatus

• Gymnocoronis spilanthoides

• Salvinia molesta

• Acacia saligna

ID guides for customs



ID guides for customs

• Xenopus laevis
• Lampropeltis getula



Conference: 

EU EVENT – BORDER CONTROLS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES

Brussels, Belgium
14th March 2024 

90 participants from 18 Member States

• Environmental authorities 
• Animal Health authorities 
• Plant Health authorities 
• Customs authorities 
• other authorities and organizations 
• speakers from UK, Australia and the Reunion Island



• Develop an IAS awareness raising

campaign

• Develop clear and well-

disseminated Standard Operating 

Procedures

• Create an interceptions database 

Conference: 

EU EVENT – BORDER CONTROLS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES



• Consider having descriptions of goods

at species level (on top of CN codes), 

for which AI could then help screen 

volume of trade 

• Consider the need for revisions of, or 

provide additional guidance on, Articles
13 and 15 of the EU IAS Regulation

Conference: 

EU EVENT – BORDER CONTROLS ON INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES



Posters and plastified cards



Other knowledge and information tools 

• Brochure of the EU IAS Regulation

• Brochure of the IAS of Union concern

• ID guides for surveillance in the field



Brochure

EU IAS Regulation



Brochure 
Invasive Alien Species 

of Union concern

41 plants

47 animals



Learning tools: 

ID guides for surveillance

• ID Guides of species of Union concern 
for surveillance in the field are also 
available 

• Objective: identification and detection 
of invasive alien species of Union 
concern



Key resources

European Commission, DG Environment, Invasive alien species

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/invasive-alien-species_en

EASIN - European Alien Species Information Network

https://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/easin/

IUCN, Invasive Alien Species

https://www.iucn.org/our-work/topic/invasive-alien-species

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/nature-and-biodiversity/invasive-alien-species_en
https://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/easin/
https://www.iucn.org/our-work/topic/invasive-alien-species

